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WELCOME Welcome to the March edition of the Pastor’s Pen.   

Spring is springing forwards and the evenings are drawing 

out, which is always a good thing to see and enjoy.  

  

REFLECTION The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some 

count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing 

that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 NKJV 

 

I have recently been wrestling with the news of a friend of 

mine from bible college, whose brain tumour has 

returned, after successfully eradicating it through 

treatment, and he has now been given a short time left to 

live with no medical hope.  He has a wife and three young 

children.  Why?  Why - when there are men who do evil in 

this world like Putin, Kim Jon-un etc - why do they seem to 

thrive, when good Christian men and women are dying at 

what we’d deem too young an age?  This is perhaps a 

question many of us ask.  And I felt God speak to me and 

share the following: 
 

1. God knows the time allotted to us.  All our days 

were numbered before one of them came to be 

(Psalm 139:16).  And to say - as some do in such 

situations - that God has more for someone to do, 

suggests we know more than God.  He doesn’t 

NEED us to do anything, in that He can do it all 

Himself.  So only He knows what He has tasked 

each of us to do.  Why do some have few years, 

and others have many?  Only God knows, and 

perhaps it is not for us to know. 
 

2. For a Christian to die - however old, is not tragedy.  

It is freedom; it is release; it is to be with Christ, 

which the Apostle Paul says is “far better” (Phil 

1:23).  Yes, we are sad that we are separated from 

those we love, but the hope we have is that we will 

see them again – it is just a temporary parting.  

Yes, there is grief, and rightly so - as King David 
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wrote, “Weeping may endure for a night, but 

joy comes in the morning.” (Psalm 30:5b). 
 

3. Lastly, and importantly, “The Lord is ….. not willing 

that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance.”  2 Peter 3:9 NKJV.  Here is what really 

opened my eyes as to why good people seem to 

die when evil men prosper.  If those evil men (and 

women) died without knowing Jesus as Saviour, 

they’d face an eternity of separation from Jesus.  

We cannot comprehend that now (thank God that 

we can’t!).  Despite what we all do, God doesn’t 

want anyone to perish (die without coming to Him 

in repentance).  Yes, some will do, the Bible tells us 

that.  Some will refuse God’s hand.  But God, who 

knows the hearts and minds of everyone - Christian 

or not, desires that none should perish.  And before 

we cast stones at evil people, let’s remember that 

we are only where we are as God’s children 

because of God’s grace and mercy, and Jesus’ love 

for us and obedience to His Father.  If President 

Putin, for example, were to die now without 

knowing Jesus, he’d be condemned to an eternity 

in hell.  None of us Christians should want that, no 

matter what he has done.  
  

So, that is what God shared with me.  And I believe that 

because God doesn’t want anyone to perish, our 

responsibility is to pray for all people to come to faith in 

Jesus Christ.  We are now witnessing a war in Europe, 

where people will die, and the future is uncertain to us.  

But it is perfectly clear to God who can see the end from 

the beginning.  And so, we put our trust in Him and our 

lives into His hands.  For those we loved who have died 

but had faith in Jesus, they have escaped the harsh 

realities of this world.  Rejoice in that.  For those of us 

who remain, have hope and trust that your Heavenly 

Father is in control and has you safe in His hands. 
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GOD LOVES YOU TOUR 

 

 

Following the Christian Life & Witness Course, which was 

run by the Billy Graham Association in February at the 

OTC, and a good number of SCF folk attended, we are 

looking forward to the God Loves You Tour, which is a 4-

venue tour with Franklin Graham preaching the gospel.  

Over 2600 churches in the UK have been praying for this 

event.  The final one, and our closest, is on Saturday 16th 

July at the ExCeL in London.  More details can be found at 

https://godlovesyoutour.org.uk/  

 

One or two folks have talked about getting a coach party 

to go to this event from SCF which - by the way, is an 

excellent event to take people to, who you’ve been 

praying for to come to know Christ.  If there is someone 

out there who wants to organise a coach for this event, 

please speak to one of the Leadership Team (not myself, 

as I’ll shortly be out of action for surgery).   

 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Happy birthday and congratulations to anyone who 

has birthdays or special celebrations in March.   
 

• We also stand with those who are struggling health 

wise or who have lost loved ones in this past month, 

in particular Harvey, Eileen, Thomas and Immy 

Moore, following the sudden death of Harvey’s dad, 

a Canon in the Church of England. 
 

• Our thoughts and prayers go out to Stony Stratford 

Community Church, who lost a beloved member of 

their church mid-February – Ernie Bowden.  Ernie 

was a teacher at The Radcliffe School until he 

retired, when he then became full-time elder at 

SSCC, working alongside Senor Pastor Jacqui Green.  

Ernie was a legend and was loved by so many.  He 

leaves behind a wife, Ruth, three daughters and 

their families.  Please uphold the family in your 

prayers. 

 

 

  

https://godlovesyoutour.org.uk/
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UPCOMING TEACHING 

TOPICS 

 

"So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God.” Romans 10:17 NKJV 
 

Between now and the summer, we’re going to be looking 

at two main teaching topics in our Sunday teaching:   
 

1. Firstly, a 5-part series entitled “The Prayer Course 

Part 2”, which deals with questions of unanswered 

prayer as we look at the Easter story.  Part 1 of The 

Prayer Course was well attended and had a big 

impact on people’s lives, and we pray Part 2 has an 

equally big impact. 
 

2. Secondly, an 8-part series entitled, “Acts: Then & 

Now,” which looks at lessons we can draw from the 

early Church in Acts and apply to our lives and our 

church life in the 21st century. 
 

Also, in this time we will be having a dedication service, a 

baptism service, and another Café Church. 

  

THANK YOU Thank you to those of you who helped make Café Church 

and the Newcomers Lunch what they were on Sunday 

13th February.  It was a great morning, and we look 

forward to doing these again. 

  

BAPTISM Our next baptism service has moved to the summer - 

Sunday 10th July.  We have one person already wanting to 

be baptised – a gentleman who is part of our church 

online and became a Christian through our streaming of 

the services.   

 

If you have not been baptised and would like to be, please 

have a word with Pastor Ross or one of the Leadership 

Team as soon as possible. 

  

STAFF, LT & MTL 

NEWS 

Joy and I will be isolating - pre-surgery - from at least 

Friday 1st April.  Our pre-op is on 23rd March, so we may 

be advised to shield longer.  However, I will be working 

from home from the beginning of week commencing 

Monday 4th April, but will be unavailable from Thur 7th 
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onwards.  My transplant operation is still currently 

scheduled for Friday 8th April, and I will be away until 

around the beginning of June.  Please pray for those who 

take on leading various areas of church life in our 

absence. 

  

LIFE 

GROUPS 

We have two new life groups starting.  If you’d like to join, 

please contact one of them to get more details. 

 

Abi & Eghele 

The first new Life Group is being run by Abi & Eghele.  Abi 

serves on our live streaming technical team and Eghele 

as one of our youth leaders.  Their Life Group details are 

currently: 
 

• Day to run: Either Monday or Wednesday evening 

(to be agreed with those in their group) 

• Venue: Their home 

• Starting: ASAP 

• Frequency: Fortnightly 

• Time: 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

• Type: Bible study/topical discussion, and social 

• Size: Small (6 people) 
 

To join Abi & Eghele's group, please contact either 

Abi abiphilips@googlemail.com or 

Eghele eeyituoyo_@outlook.com  

 

Jenny & Joscelyn 

The second new Life Group is being run by Jenny & 

Joscelyn.  Jenny used to serve on our Leadership Team 

and also preaches and hosts in our services.  Joscelyn 

heads up our worship ministry and plays keyboard. Their 

Life Group details are currently: 
 

• Day to run: Thursday daytime 

• Venue: Oak Tree Centre 

• Starting: Already started 

• Frequency: Weekly 

• Time: 10:00am onwards 

• Type: Bible study/topical discussion 

• Size: Medium (suggest up to 12 people) 

mailto:abiphilips@googlemail.com
mailto:eeyituoyo_@outlook.com
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To join Jenny & Joscelyn's group, please contact either 

Jenny jenny.joyce@scf-mk.org.uk or 

Joscelyn joscelyn.alexander@scf-mk.org.uk  

 

GIVING • GIVING FINANCIALLY:  Thank you to all those who 

give into the life of the church financially.  Scripture 

teaches that God loves a cheerful giver and all that 

we have belongs to Him anyway, so giving is part of 

what we are called to do.  As we give, God provides in 

amazing ways, and as scripture says again, you can 

never out-give God.  So if you want to increase your 

giving to the church or to start giving, please use the 

following details to set up a standing order (the best 

way to give).  
   

      Acc Name: Shenley Christian Fellowship General Fund      

      Acc No: 00027322    Acc Sort Code: 40-52-40 

 

• BUILDING PROJECT:  Many of us probably have 

mortgages on our homes.  Here at the OTC this is no 

different, except we have loans, not a mortgage.  But 

we still have to make sizable monthly repayments.  

This is all part of the vision God gave us, so please 

consider supporting the building project.  We still 

have phase 2 to go but are paying off loans for phase 

1 currently.  Account details are: 
 

Acc Name: Shenley Christian Fellowship Building 

Fund  Acc No:  00027323  Acc Sort Code: 40-52-40 

 

• FAMILY FUND:  SCF operates a Family Fund.  This is a 

fund which people in the church give to, to help 

others in the church family who are in need.  If you 

know of anyone who you think could do with a small 

gift for financial help, please contact Carrie Vogel-

Dennett carrie.dennett@scf-mk.org.uk Ann Ronaldson 

ann.ronaldson@scf-mk.org.uk Margaret Sheppard 

margaret.sheppard@scf-mk.org.uk or Esme Deysel.  

Alternatively, you could speak to me or one of the 

pastoral team and we can refer it on.  If you want to 

give into the Family Fund to help people in the 

mailto:jenny.joyce@scf-mk.org.uk
mailto:joscelyn.alexander@scf-mk.org.uk
mailto:carrie.dennett@scf-mk.org.uk
mailto:ann.ronaldson@scf-mk.org.uk
mailto:margaret.sheppard@scf-mk.org.uk
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fellowship, the details can be found on the white 

giving envelopes at church. 

 

UPCOMING 

DATES 

 

• Good Friday service & Communion: Friday 15th 

April, 10:30am at OTC 
 

• Church Family Meeting: Thursday 28th April, 

7:45pm at OTC 

 

CLOCKS 

CHANGE 

 

Don’t forget that the clocks go forwards by one hour on 

Saturday night, 26th March in readiness for Sunday 27th.  

Don’t forget to adjust your clocks, otherwise you’ll be late 

for church. ☺ 

 

AND 

FINALLY … 

I hope and pray you have a blessed month.  The church is 

growing and re-establishing itself post-pandemic, and 

that’s exciting to see and to be a part of. 

 

God bless you and stay safe. 

 

Pastor Ross 

 


