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WELCOME Welcome to the February edition of the Pastor’s Pen.   I 

don’t know about you, but in my job, time seems to just 

disappear.  I think that’s because by nature of the role, I 

am always looking and planning ahead.  Maybe you are 

the same in your context?  Of course, the danger with 

that is that you don’t live in the moment and see what 

God is doing.  So, whilst we need to look and plan ahead, 

don’t forget to stop, pause and see what is going on right 

now. ☺ 

  

REFLECTION Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows 

from it. Proverbs 4:23 
 

I had an epiphany the other day.  As I was spending time 

with the Lord, I felt Him challenge my heart and say that 

instead of trying to cajole people to volunteer and help 

with things at church, I need to pray that He will change 

their hearts through the power of the Holy Spirit, so that 

they serve from a feeling and position of love for Him. 

Now, you may say that’s not rocket science.  True!  But it 

raises a question that we all need to answer.  Are our 

hearts sold out for Jesus?  You see, I believe there is 

much pressure in today’s world that clammers for our 

attention – and not necessarily bad pressure either.  But 

we must ask the question, “What is our first love?”  And 

even when we look back to the days of old and see 

churches full of the same people every week, was that 

because their hearts were sold out for Jesus, or was it 

because they felt obligated to be there – was it a 

religious action on their part?  I pass no judgement; I am 

simply asking the question.  
 

Solomon, author of the book of Proverbs, says in chapter 

4 verse 23: “Above all else, guard your heart, for 

everything you do flows from it.”  So perhaps we need to 

each look at what we do, to see more clearly where our 

heart is.  For example, is it for Jesus and His Kingdom, or 

is it for something else – our work?  Our family?  Our 

hobby?  Our health?  Our image?  And again, these areas 

are not necessarily bad, but they can easily be taken out 
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of balance.    For example, our hearts can become more 

consumed by our work, so that Jesus is pushed out.  Or 

we can be so taken up by how we look, that it becomes 

the thing our heart serves, not Jesus.  In fact, putting 

Jesus first in our heart actually results in those other 

areas firstly being more in balance in our lives, and also 

having His hand of blessing on them. 
 

Furthermore, as you look at the book of Revelation, 

Jesus says to the church in Ephesus, in chapter 2 verse 

4: “Nevertheless, I have this against you, that you have 

left your first love.”   I don’t know about you, but if Jesus 

said that to me personally, I would be devastated.  I 

want my first love and my heart to be focused on Jesus.  

Do you?    

Some people may say, “Ah, but it’s more complicated 

than that.”  No, it isn’t!  It’s very simple.  Jesus comes 

first.  Period.  We complicate it by moving Jesus out of 

the place that He should rightly hold in our lives. 
  

So, whilst I and others will continue to request help in 

various areas and for various activities (because without 

that request, people won’t know where help is needed), I 

will heed Jesus’ voice to me, and continue to pray that 

the Holy Spirit changes all our hearts to be more focused 

on, consumed by and dedicated to Jesus, because 

“everything you do flows from it.” 

  

  

 

OTC PHASE 2 It was wonderful to see Jim and Beth Hammett again on 

Sunday 16th January and to hear more from Jim, Etienne 

and Stef about Phase 2 of the Centre.  If you want to hear 

the message again, or you missed it, you can find it on our 

Facebook page or at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IG7_eeeqJ2A .  Jim’s 

message was relevant and powerful, and I encourage you 

to have a listen. 
 

If you want to start or indeed increase your financial 

giving to the project, details are at the end of this Pastor’s 

Pen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IG7_eeeqJ2A
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I mentioned that I’d compile a document that showed 

how often the Oak Tree Centre is used.  This will help 

people see that it is already well used and the document 

will also show an approximate number of users each 

week.  I have had a few folk in the past question the 

timing of Phase 2, and suggest that we need to use 

Phase 1 more.  Hopefully this document will show that 

there is hardly any space in the OTC diary and that we 

are always turning away potential hirers (and revenue), 

because we don’t have any capacity.  Phase 2 would 

give us that capacity.  In addition, and more importantly 

than hirers, is our own ministry, which is already 

restricted in space for our young people and children. 
 

Two areas where you can help by giving money that 

doesn’t cost you anything: 

1. Sign up for Give as you Live – 

www.giveasyoulive.com and …  

2. … for those of you who buy off Amazon, sign up 

for Amazon Smile. 

 As you shop, these two websites generate money for your 

chosen charity i.e. SCF! 

 

PHASE 2 QUESTIONS 

 

One of the things we are very aware of is that the church 

feel they are partnering with the vision God gave us to 

build the Oak Tree Centre, not just to feel obligated to 

serve it.  One of the ways we can help this is by making it 

easy for you to ask any questions about Phase 2 that you 

may have, so you feel engaged in the journey.  It may be 

that some of the things that were presented by Jim, 

Etienne and Stef left you with questions.  The Building 

Group and Leadership Team will work to produce a list of 

commonly asked questions, with answers, in a future 

publication.  However, if you have questions now, please 

don’t feel you can’t get an answer.  Come and speak to 

one of the Building Group (Esme & Etienne Deysel, John 

Chapman, Roger Goodship, Stef Isa-Kyciak or Gaenor 

Hall) or one of the Leadership Team, and we will 

endeavour to get the answer for you. 

 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com/
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I have produced a separate document which should come 

in the same email as this Pastor’s Pen did, showing the 

approximate usage data per week of Phase 1 of the Oak 

Tree Centre.  I hope this is both encouraging and helpful. 

 

 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Happy birthday and congratulations to anyone who has 

birthdays or special celebrations in February.   

 

 

PERSONAL PLANS As you will no doubt be aware, I have a date for my kidney 

surgery – Friday 8th April 2022.  Amazingly this is 6 years 

to the exact day since my accident!  God works in 

mysterious ways!  So, what is going to happen at church 

over the time I will be off for surgery and recovery (approx. 

2 months)? 
 

• Pastoral work: This will be picked up by the 

Pastoral Team, headed up by Beatrice King.  

Anything significant can be referred to the 

Leadership Team.   

• The Leadership team will be supported by Rev 

Jacqui Green from Stony Stratford Community 

Church, in case anything serious occurs. 

• Sunday teaching will mainly be done by me, all 

pre-recorded.  We are doing a series entitled “Acts 

Then & Now.”  However, I will also be off over the 

Easter weekend, and Jenny Joyce and Harvey 

Moore will be conducting the Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday services respectively.  

• The April Church Meeting will be chaired by one of 

the Leadership Team. 

• Because Joy will be my donor, and so will be off as 

well (but not for as long as me), Acorns will be 

picked up by one of the volunteers.   

• Anything else that requires me will have to wait 

until I return.   
 

I hope and pray that I will only be off for 8 weeks.  Even if 

my recovery is taking longer, I would anticipate working 

on a phased return, although I am not anticipating this 
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being an issue.  As always, your prayers for us as a family 

would be much appreciated.  Thank you. 

 

  

THANK YOU Thank you to those of you who helped Roger take down 

and pack away the Christmas decorations.  It was very 

much appreciated.   

 

  

NEWCOMERS 

LUNCH 

The next newcomers lunch is on Sunday 13th February.  

The pastoral team have decided to do these by invite.  So 

if you don’t get an invite this time around, please don’t be 

offended – it is a matter of capacity.  We will run more of 

these, and you can at any time ask for information about 

anything and we will endeavour to let you know. 

 

BAPTISM Our next baptism service will be Sunday 27th February.  

We have one person already wanting to be baptised – a 

gentleman who is part of our church online and became 

a Christian through our streaming of the services.   

 If you have not been baptised and would like to be, 

please have a word with Pastor Ross as soon as 

possible. 

 

STAFF, LT & MTL NEWS Welcome to Roger Goodship, who has now begun his time 

serving on the Leadership Team.  If you don’t know who 

Roger is, he is the older, handsome chap who plays drums in 

the worship band on a Sunday! 

  

  

LIFE GROUPS We have two new Life Groups starting.  If you’d like to join, please 

contact one of them to get more details:  
 

Abi & Eghele 

The first new Life Group is being run by Abi & Eghele.  Abi serves on 

our live streaming technical team and Eghele as one of our youth 

leaders.  Their Life Group details are currently: 
 

• Day to run: Either Monday or Wednesday night (to be agreed with 

those in their group) 

• Venue: Their home 
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• Starting: ASAP 

• Frequency: Fortnightly 

• Times 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

• Type: Bible study / topical discussion, and social 

• Size - small (6 people) 
 

To join Abi & Eghele's group, please speak to or email 

Abi abiphilips@googlemail.com or Eghele eeyituoyo_@outlook.com 

 

Jenny & Joscelyn 

The second new Life Group is being run by Jenny & Joscelyn.  Jenny 

used to serve on our Leadership Team and also preaches and hosts 

in our services.  Joscelyn heads up our worship ministry and plays 

keyboard. Their Life Group details are currently: 
 

• Day to run: Thursday daytime 

• Venue: Oak Tree Centre 

• Starting: Thursday 3rd February 

• Frequency: To be agreed 

• Times 10:00am onwards 

• Type: Bible study / topical discussion 

• Size - medium (suggest up to 12 people) 
 

To join Jenny & Joscelyn's group, please speak to either 

Jenny jenny.joyce@scf-mk.org.uk or Joscelyn joscelyn.alexander@scf-

mk.org.uk 

 

  

 

GIVING • GIVING FINANCIALLY:  Thank you to all those who give 

into the life of the church financially.  Scripture teaches 

that God loves a cheerful giver and all that we have 

belongs to Him anyway, so giving is part of what we are 

called to do.  As we give, God provides in amazing ways, 

and as scripture says again, you can never out-give God.  

So, if you want to increase your giving to the church or to 

start giving, please use the following details to set up a 

standing order (the best way to give).  
   

Acc Name: Shenley Christian Fellowship General Fund      

Acc No: 00027322    Acc Sort Code: 40-52-40 

 

mailto:abiphilips@googlemail.com
mailto:eeyituoyo_@outlook.com
mailto:jenny.joyce@scf-mk.org.uk
mailto:joscelyn.alexander@scf-mk.org.uk
mailto:joscelyn.alexander@scf-mk.org.uk
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• BUILDING PROJECT:  Many of us probably have mortgages 

on our homes.  Here at the OTC this is no different, except 

we have loans, not a mortgage.  But we still have to make 

sizable monthly repayments.  This is all part of the vision 

God gave us, so please consider supporting the building 

project.  We still have Phase 2 to go but are paying off 

loans for Phase 1 currently.  Account details are: 
 

Acc Name: Shenley Christian Fellowship Building Fund  

Acc No:  00027323  Acc Sort Code: 40-52-40 

 

• FAMILY FUND:  SCF operates a Family Fund.  This is a 

fund which people in the church give to, to help others in 

the church family who are in need.  If you know of 

anyone who you think could do with a small gift for 

financial help, please contact Carrie Vogel-Dennett 

carrie.dennett@scf-mk.org.uk, Ann Ronaldson 

ann.ronaldson@scf-mk.org.uk, or Esme Deysel.  

Alternatively, you could speak to me or one of the 

pastoral team and we can refer it on.  If you want to give 

into the Family Fund to help people in the fellowship, the 

details can be found on the white giving envelopes at 

church. 

 

  

AND 

FINALLY… 

Praying for you all as we begin a new month together.  

Let’s look and see where God is moving and partner with 

Him in that. 

 

God bless and stay safe. 

 

Pastor Ross 

 

mailto:carrie.dennett@scf-mk.org.uk
mailto:ann.ronaldson@scf-mk.org.uk

